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INTRODUCTION OF BILL TO MAKE

LEAF TOBACCO AN ELIGIBLE
COMMODITY FOR THE MARKET
ACCESS PROGRAM

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2001

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
with my colleagues from other tobacco pro-
ducing states to introduce a bill to put an end
to discrimination against tobacco farmers. For
almost eight years, hard-working, God-fearing,
taxpaying tobacco farmers have been denied
access to the funds provided by the federal
Market Access Program, commonly known as
MAP.

More than $90 million in MAP funds are
available from the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) to promote U.S. agricultural
products overseas. Under MAP, agricultural in-
dustry trade associations, cooperatives, and
state or regional trade groups each year are
invited to submit proposals to USDA’s Foreign
Agricultural Service (FAS) to conduct ap-
proved foreign market development projects
for various U.S. agricultural, fishery and for-
estry products. Examples include consumer
promotions, market research, technical assist-
ance, and trade servicing. MAP funds have
been used to promote a wide range of prod-
ucts from sunflower seeds to catfish and cot-
ton to hops for use in making beer.

Since 1993 USDA has been prohibited from
using MAP funds to promote tobacco leaf
sales overseas. This is patently unfair, and it
is time for this discrimination to end. The fu-
ture of American agriculture is tied to inter-
national trade. Currently, 25% of farmers’
gross income comes from exports. The futures
of thousands of Tar Heel tobacco farm fami-
lies depend on exports, and I am not going to
stand by and watch other commodities benefit
from federal funds to access these markets
while tobacco farmers are left out in the cold.

It is high time that tobacco is treated like the
legal product that it is, and this legislation is a
step in the right direction. I call on President
Bush, Secretary Veneman, and my colleagues
to support this bill and give our struggling to-
bacco farm families an opportunity to not just
survive, but thrive.
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COMMEMORATING ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

SPEECH OF

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2001

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, today I join
with my colleagues in commemorating the
86th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide.
Along with the Armenian-American community
in my district and with people of goodwill
throughout the country, Congress today is ob-
serving the death of 1.5 million Armenians
from the years 1915–1923.

As we gather today, many of my constitu-
ents over the weekend participated in solemn
services held in the memory of the martyrs of
the Armenian Genocide. Whether at St. Leon
Armenian Apostolic Church in Fair Lawn,

Saints Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church
in Ridgefield, or at Saint Thomas Armenian
Apostolic Church in Tenafly, thousands of
Americans of Armenian descent will be joining
together in Northern New Jersey this evening
to ensure that the world does not forget the
first crime against humanity of the 20th cen-
tury.

And so let me offer my solidarity with those
remembering the Armenian Genocide today.
And let me also emphasize that we should
today not only remember the martyred, but as
well, the survivors of the Armenian genocide.
Though few survivors of the Armenian Geno-
cide are still living today, those who endured
the horrors of 1915, are heroes for all time.

Today, the people of Armenia and her Dias-
pora are proudly looking to rebuild their coun-
try. From the ashes of despair born of the
genocide, and from the ravages of seven dec-
ades of Communist rule, Armenians the world
over are striving to secure a safe and pros-
perous future for Armenian and Nagonno-
Karabagh.

As Armenian-Americans rebuild their home-
land, and as they seek to secure an economi-
cally prosperous state, founded on firm demo-
cratic principles, I will stand by them.

Let me conclude my brief remarks today by
encouraging the young people of America to
never forget the tragedy and lessons of 1915.
Because as George Santayana once re-
marked, ‘Those who forget history are con-
demned to repeat it.’ And if no clearer evi-
dence of these prescient words are necessary
let us remind one another today that before
commencing the Holocaust, Hitler himself stat-
ed, ‘Who today remembers the Armenians?’

As a Jewish-American and being ever mind-
ful of the Holocaust, I join with my colleagues
today in observing the Armenian Genocide.
And I promise to stand firm against the
shameful efforts of those who today seek to
deny the Armenian Genocide.
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COMMEMORATING ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

SPEECH OF

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2001

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to join with my colleagues to remember a dark
chapter in history and to honor and remember
the 1.5 million Armenian Christians victims
who lost their lives at the hands of the Otto-
man Empire during 1915 to 1923. I would like
to thank the Co-Chairs of the Armenian Cau-
cus, the gentlemen from New Jersey, Rep-
resentative FRANK PALLONE and the gentlemen
from Michigan, Representative JOE KNOLLEN-
BERG for organizing this special order com-
memorating the 86th anniversary of the Arme-
nian Genocide—of one of the greatest trage-
dies of history and the first genocide of the
20th century.

Today, I join with Armenian-Americans in
my congressional district, the Armenian-Amer-
ican community throughout the United States
and the Armenian community abroad in
mourning the loss of so many innocent lives.
It is important that we remember and learn
from history, because if we ignore the lessons
of the past, we are destined to repeat history.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, in the Preface to
the Encyclopedia of Genocide, published in
1999 by the Institute on the Holocaust and
Genocide in Jerusalem, writes: ‘‘It is sadly true
what a cynic has said, that we learn from his-
tory that we do not learn from history. And yet
it is possible that if the world had been con-
scious of the genocide that was committed by
the Ottoman Turks against the Armenians, the
first genocide of the twentieth century, then
perhaps humanity might have been more alert
to the warning signs that were being given be-
fore Hitler’s madness was unleashed on an
unbelieving world.’’

The facts of the Armenian Genocide are
clear and amply documented as demonstrated
by official reports and accounts by the U.S.
Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire, Henry
Morgenthau, Sr. In a July 1915 report to the
Department of State, U.S. Ambassador Mor-
genthau, Sr., reported: ‘‘a campaign of race
extermination is in progress under a pretext of
reprisal against rebellion.’’ In describing the
events in the Ottoman Empire during 1915 to
1923, Henry Morgenthau stated ‘‘I am con-
fident that the whole history of the human race
contains no such horrible episode as this. The
great massacres and persecutions of the past
seem almost insignificant when compared to
the sufferings of the Armenian race in 1915.’’

As we gather on this day to remember the
past and mourn those who lost their lives,
their homes, their families and their freedom,
let us pledge to do all that we can to ensure
that the Armenian Genocide is properly recog-
nized and remembered to prevent such atroc-
ities from occurring in the future.
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U.S. MARINE OFFICERS’ GOLDEN
ANNIVERSARY

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD
OF GUAM

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2001
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, this week,

fifty veterans and retirees are gathering in
Washington to celebrate the Golden Anniver-
sary of their commissioning as officers of the
United States Marines. Although their officers’
class (11th SBC) was a relatively small one at
a little over 200 members, their backgrounds
portray a remarkable tapestry of Americana.
They came from hometowns in 34 States of
the Union, the District of Columbia, and the
Territory of Guam; and, they earned their bac-
calaureate degrees came from over 100 col-
leges and universities throughout the land.

In 1951, against the backdrop of a raging
war in the Korean Peninsula, they volunteered
to serve and took the oath to support and de-
fend the United States of America. And defend
it they did, sustaining their share of combat
casualties, both wounded and killed in action.
One of their members, Sherrod E. Skinner,
was awarded the Medal of Honor post-
humously; another, John Word, received the
nation’s second highest combat award, the
Navy Cross. Others still, received the medals
and decorations for heroism and valor shown
on the awards list.

Although only a relatively few members of
the class became career officers, many served
and retired from the Marine Corps Reserve
while pursuing careers in law, education, reli-
gious ministry, athletics, engineering, busi-
ness, and politics. Among those who went into
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politics is someone well known to many of us,
my predecessor, General Ben Blaz, who was
elected to the Congress after retiring from the
Marines. As a former Member of Congress,
Ben will be escorting his comrades to this
chamber where deliberations and decisions
were made that committed them to combat in
Korea and Vietnam.

There is a marvelous irony in my having the
privilege to call my colleagues’ attention to the
contributions that these courageous men of
the Corps have made to our country, both in
war and peace. During the Spanish-American
War, a young man from Gastonia, North Caro-
lina joined the Marines and was part of the
contingent that was sent to Guam to formally
occupy the island. He was so enchanted by
the island and, I hasten to add, its lovely se-
noritas, that he chose to stay in Guam. In
time, he married a native girl and started a
family. His name was James Underwood. He
was my grandfather.

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for extending me
the honor of paying tribute to these veterans
and retirees of the Corps and to salute them,
in behalf of our grateful nation, on the Golden
Anniversary of their commissioning as officers
of Marines.

(Roster of members/wives of deceased
members of the 11th SBC Marines cele-
brating the 50th Anniversary of their com-
missioning as Officers of Marines, May 3–5,
2001):

Robert Altick, Al Bailey, Robert Beezer,
Gene Benbow, Charles Bentzen, John
Bickley, Ben Blaz, Ted Brothers, Charles
Clifford, John Connor, Frank Delaney, and
Bill Diederich.

Tom Fallon, Dale Faust, Marshall Figgatt,
Benis Frank, Ced Gifford, Bill Gilwee, Fred
Grube, (Mrs.) Don Helgeson, Maurice
Heartfield, Bill Keating, John Keck, and
Paul Kortepeter.

Bill Kyle, Tom Lamb, Bob Land, Bob
Lavine, (Mrs.) James Lindsey, John
Lussenhop, Andy McDonald, Harold Mar-
shall, Joe Molitoris, Gene Moyers, (Mrs.)
Dick Norlin, and Larry O’Nele.

Herb Oxnam, Dick Paschal, Jordan Peck,
Hank Pruitt, Tom Qualls, Stan Rauh,
Chayne Stinemetz, Dick Stone, Noval Ste-
phens, Speros Thomaidis, Peter Walker, and
Stan Wilson.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LOIS CAPPS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2001

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, due to recent
death of a close friend I was unable to attend
votes this week. Had I been here I would have
made the following votes:

Rollcall No. 85—‘‘Yes,’’ No. 86—‘‘Yes,’’ and
No. 87—‘‘No.’’

f

NATIONAL AUTISM AWARENESS
MONTH

HON. RONNIE SHOWS
OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2001

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today as a
proud member of the Congressional Autism

Caucus to remind my colleagues that the
month of April is National Autism Awareness
Month, and that tomorrow, Mississippi, and
many other states will recognize April 27th as
National Autism Day. The ribbon that I wear is
the International symbol for autism, symbol-
izing the complexity of the disorder. The dif-
ferent colors and shapes represent the diver-
sity of the people and families living with au-
tism, while the brightness of the ribbon signals
hope—the hope to be found through increas-
ing research, resources and awareness.

This month gives us a unique opportunity to
celebrate the progress we have made in un-
derstanding Autism, and the goals we must
continue to fulfill. This century we have come
a long way in overturning the misconceptions
of what autism is. We know that autism is a
developmental disability that over 400,000
people in the United States are estimated to
have. We know that it is four times more likely
to be diagnosed in boys as in girls. We know
that there are many degrees of severity of au-
tism, but that all autistic people tend to exhibit
deficient social behavior, language and cog-
nitive development. What we still don’t know
though, is what causes Autism.

Last year, Congress passed landmark bi-
partisan legislation, the Children’s Health Act
of 2000, which was signed into law last Octo-
ber. Within this legislation were major provi-
sions for the creation of five regional ‘‘centers
for excellence’’ for research into autism, ad-
ministered the National Institute for Mental
Health, as well as education programs on au-
tism for the community. The bi-partisan spirit
of cooperation, fueled by the thousands of in-
volved parents, teachers, and doctors in the
autism community, enabled us to do what we
were intended to do in Congress; to provide a
voice and resources for those most in need of
advocacy.

So, what do we do now? As Congress looks
forward to debating education legislation, we
should be vigilant in our support for the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act. In
1975, the U.S. Congress passed the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act, also
known as IDEA, mandating that local school
districts provide appropriate education to stu-
dents with special needs. Understanding that
this could be a costly endeavor, Congress
agreed to fund up to 40 percent of the aver-
age per pupil expenditure. However, to date,
Congress has only provided States with about
14 percent of the funds promised.

I have listened to countless parents of chil-
dren with disabilities in my district talk about
the struggles and challenges they have in get-
ting their schools to properly educate their
children. The years of frustration parents have
endured in attempting to get their children ap-
propriate assistance is disgraceful. Parents,
particularly those of children who have special
needs, should have strong partnerships with
their schools. Instead, due to an often appall-
ing lack of resources, our parents and teach-
ers sometimes find themselves having adver-
sarial relationships. This helps no one, least of
all the child, whom our schools seek to edu-
cate.

National Autism month reminds us to reflect
on our responsibility to do a better job of
keeping the IDEA promise. As members of
Congress, we should celebrate how far we
have come in meeting the needs of children
with disabilities, but remember that our job is
far from over, and our goals far from being ful-
filled.

TRIBUTE TO HON. DOUGLAS ‘‘TIM’’
JAMERSON—A GREAT FLORIDIAN
AND A GREAT AMERICAN

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2001

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the late Douglas L.
‘‘Tim’’ Jamerson, the former Florida Education
Commissioner, Labor Secretary, and state leg-
islator who died of cancer this past Saturday
at age 53.

I will not recount his incalculable, enormous
contributions, other than to say that without
Doug Jamerson, Florida would be much less
than it is today. Without Doug Jamerson Flor-
ida would not be one of the greatest state’s in
this union.

Mr. Jamerson understood that he was the
first African American to serve as Florida’s
Commissioner of Education. He understood
that gave him an obligation beyond his own
race. He understood that Floridians would be
looking at what he did very carefully, but he
also understood that his role was that of doing
what he could to improve education in a far
more universal sense. Through his many ef-
forts—as Education Commissioner, Labor
Secretary, and State Legislator, guidance
counselor and friend, he improved the quality
of life for millions of Floridians, many more
who were not Black, and not the least of them
women.

Doug Jamerson, throughout his life, re-
minded us that Florida is a state of oppor-
tunity, and America is a country of great prom-
ise, but that that promise and opportunity has
not yet been totally fulfilled. Doug reminded us
all that we all have a duty to help our state
and our nation fulfill its true promise.

The words of the great poet Henry Wads-
worth Longfellow in his eulogy to Charles
Sumner, apply equally to Doug Jamerson.
Wadsworth said:

Were a star quenched on high for ages
would its light still traveling downward from
the sky shine on our mortal sight so when a
great man dies for years beyond our ken the
light behind lies upon the paths of men.

Douglas Jamerson is a uniquely special in-
dividual who was a thoughtful and a principled
public servant whose life will serve as a re-
minder of everything that we must all strive to
become. He has taught us all, that its not how
many years you live, but what you accomplish
in the years you have. Doug Jamerson ac-
complished much in his 53 years.

f

HONORING SUSAN MUSGRAVE AND
THE LOS ALAMOS CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

HON. TOM UDALL
OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2001

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
when a deadly fire devastated Los Alamos,
New Mexico, and surrounding communities in
May, 2000, Susan Musgrave, the executive di-
rector of the Los Alamos Chamber of Com-
merce stepped up to the challenge of helping
the community recover and rebuild. There are
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